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Standards and Banners being paraded are: 

 
 St George’s Royal Air Force Chapel Flag 

Royal Air Force Regiment Association 
2427 (Biggin Hill) Squadron Air Training Corps 

 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
 

The Free French Aircrew remembered on the Reredos 
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Please stand for the arrival of the 
Mayor of London Borough of Bromley Councillor Jonathan Andrews and 

Mayoress Mrs Theresa Andrews. 
……………. 

  
Please stand.       The procession of the Crucifer and Clergy, 

     followed by the Flag Bearers. 
 

Please sit.  
Welcome 

Dr David Jefferys 
 

Opening Prayer 
Dr David Jefferys 

 
 

Address 
The Venerable Dr Giles Legood, Chaplain-in-Chief Royal Air Force 

 
 

Reading Isaiah Ch 9: 1-6 
 Colonel Emmanuel Edmond 

 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in 
distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the future he will honour Galilee of the nations, by the 
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan. The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 
light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their 
joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as 
warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of 
Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the 
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s 
boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined 
for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 



 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
 
Please stand.  
         Hymn 
 
     God is our strength and refuge,  
       our present help in trouble, 
     and we therefore will not fear, 
       though the earth should change! 
     Though mountains shake and tremble,  
       though swirling floods are raging, 
     God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!  
 
     There is a flowing river  
       within God's holy city;  
     God is in the midst of her,  
       she shall not be moved!  
     God's help is swiftly given,  
       thrones vanish at his presence,  
     God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!  
 
     Come, see the works of our maker 
       learn of his deeds all-powerful:  
     wars will cease across the world 
       when he shatters the spear! 
     Be still and know your creator, 
       uplift him in the nations  
     God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!  
 
 
Please sit.   
 



 

Reading John Ch 3: 13 – 18 
Mrs Margaret Wilmot 

 
No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven, the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son.  
 

Address 
Père Jerome Maljean 

 
Prayers 
Led by 

Dr David Jeffreys, The Venerable Dr Giles Legood, and 
Père Jerome Maljean 

 
All say in their own language.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer/Le Notre Père 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 
Please stand.   
 

Flag Bearers receive the flags for the Royal Salute 



 

       The National Anthem  
       
      God save our gracious King  
      Long live our noble King,  
      God save the King.  
      Send him victorious,  
      Happy and glorious,  
      Long to reign over us,  
      God save the King.  
 
      Thy choicest gifts in store  
      On him be pleased to pour,  
      Long may he reign.  
      May he defend our laws,  
      And ever give us cause,  
      To sing with heart and voice,  
      God save the King.  
 
       La Marseillaise  
 
      Allons enfants de la Patrie  
      Le jour de gloire est arrivé  
      Contre nous de la tyrannie  
      L’ étendard sanglant est levé!  
      L’ étendard sanglant est levé!  
      Entendez-vous dans les campagnes,  
      Mugir ces féroces soldats?  
      Ils viennent jusque dans nos bras  
      Égorger nos fils, nos compagnes!  
       
      Aux armes, citoyens!  
      Formez vos bataillons!  
      Marchons ! Marchons! 
      Qu'un sang impur  
      Abreuve nos sillons.  



 

Blessing 
The Chaplain-in-Chief 

 
The Flag Bearers depart followed by the Crucifer, Clergy, 

the Mayor and Mayoress, 
Air Training Corps Cadets, Councillors, invited guests,  

and congregation. 
 

All Proceed to the La Pietà Statue. 
 

Inauguration and Dedication of La Pietà 
 

Prayer 
The Chaplain-in-Chief 

 
Blessing of La Pietà Statue 

Père Jerome Maljean 
 

Last Post 
 

Minute of Silence 
 

Reveille 
 

Final Blessing 
Père Jerome Maljean 

 
 

Procession back to the Chapel - same order as exit from the Chapel. 
 

Visitors and invited guests disperse to the Café for lunch. 
 
 

You invited to take this Order of Service home with you. 
 



 

St George’s Royal Air Force Chapel of Remembrance 

  
 The destruction of the 1,000th enemy aircraft by pilots flying from Royal Air Force 
Biggin Hill was a moment of great prestige for the station during the war. The 
milestone was reached in May 1942, when French pilot René Mouchotte and 
Canadian pilot John ‘Jack’ Charles shared the victory that brought the sector’s total to 
four figures. The achievement was marked with a celebratory dinner in London.  
 Although Biggin Hill already had a Chapel, it was decided that a dedicated Chapel 
of Remembrance should be created, both to mark this achievement and to honour 
the many airmen of the sector who had lost their lives. Three wooden huts were 
adapted for this purpose, providing a place of worship, reflection, and rest. At the 
back was a padre’s desk, easy chairs, books, games, and a gramophone donated by 
Decca. Two wooden memorial boards, either side of the altar, listed those killed 
between 1940 and 1943, but by 1945, the number had risen to six.  

 In 1946 a fire destroyed the chapel and its contents. Winston Churchill, a 
frequent visitor to Biggin Hill, stressed the importance of rebuilding: "My personal 
association with Biggin Hill, during the Battle of Britain lives in my mind. As a nation we 
have short memories, and it is well that Memorials such as this should bring to our 
remembrance the cost of our victory in the days when one of our fighter pilots had to 
be worth ten.  They died without seeing the reward of their efforts; we live to hold 
their reward inviolate and unfading". 
 A public appeal was launched, and funds were raised for a permanent memorial. 
This new Chapel was dedicated in September 1951. The Memorial is the reredos, 
inscribed in gold, with the names of 453 aircrew who died flying from the Biggin Hill 
Sector during the war. Remarkably, the Bible on the altar is the original one, from the 
first Chapel, recovered years later from the rubble virtually undamaged.  
 The stained-glass windows are rich in symbolism. The twelve show the spirit of a 
young pilot embracing the badges of the 7 squadrons based at Biggin Hill, during the 
Battle, along with the crest of Fighter Command, 11 Group, the Spitfire, the 
Hurricane, and the station crest, with the motto ‘The Strongest Link.’ Throughout the 
war, Biggin Hill was a link in the chain of RAF stations defending London. Despite the 
heavy bombing, the station never ceased operations, and the link was never broken.  
 In St George’s Room, the Battle of Britain Memorial Window shows a triumphant 
St George, surrounded by the 7 squadron badges and an army badge. Other windows 
commemorate ground control, aircraft servicing, parachute packing, and rescue 
services. Ground control depicts the 3 Military Medals awarded to members of the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force at Biggin Hill for bravery. Local roads bear their names.  
 Outside stand two Gate Guardians - replicas, of a Spitfire and a Hurricane flown 
from Biggin Hill airfield by Plt Off Geoffrey Wellum and Flt Lt Peter Brothers during 
the Battle of Britain.  

 


