ST GEORGE'S
ROYAL AIR FORCE CHAPEL OF REMEMBRANCE
BIGGIN HILL

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Sunday 9 November 2025 at 10.30am

"WE WILL REMEMBER THEM"

Officiating Chaplain: Mr lan Gillies
Organist: Mr Eric Johnstone
Bugler: Mr Nigel Garrard
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St George’s Chapel Flag will be paraded.

As we express our gratitude,
we must never forget that the highest appreciation
is not to utter words, but to live by them. JFK

All we have of freedom, all we use or know
This our fathers bought for us, long and long ago.
R Kipling

Winter hours: Museum and Chapel open Tuesday to Saturday 10am —4pm

Sunday Services continue until 14t December 2025 and
start again on 4" January 2026.

Friends of St George’s Chapel www.rafchapelbigginhill.com
Museum www.bhmm.org.uk

Christian Copyright Licence International 58582

[Type here]


http://www.rafchapelbigginhill.com/
http://www.bhmm.org.uk/

Please stand for the procession of the Crucifer, Chaplain
and then the presentation of the flag of St George’s Chapel.

Remain standing

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;

yet possessing every blessing
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us,
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy;
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Chaplain: We are gathered together to worship Almighty God and to
remember with gratitude and affection those who sacrificed their lives
while serving in the Armed Forces in the two World Wars, and in all
subsequent conflicts. We look back in sorrow for all those who suffered
injury and loss; we recall those who are suffering in conflicts in our world
today, and we look forward to that day when the kingdoms of this world
will be ordered by God’s peaceable reign.
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In our prayers today, we re-affirm our commitment and dedication to the
gospel of justice, peace and reconciliation, and we look to Jesus, the author
and perfector of our faith, who by his death has destroyed death and
having won the victory, now reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. All: Amen.

Please sit or kneel

Chaplain: Let us pray. Almighty God, whose power the heavens, the earth
and the sea proclaim, whose love toward us is wondrously revealed in Jesus
Christ, and whose Spirit produces everything that is good; we acknowledge
your infinite majesty, and with heart and voice we glorify your name.

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it
was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Chaplain: Let us confess to Almighty God the sins and shortcomings of the
world; pride, selfishness, and greed; evil divisions and hatreds. Let us
confess our share in what is wrong, and our failure to further that peace
which God wills for his children.

Short silence

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not
loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive us what we
have been, amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may
act with justice, love with mercy, and walk with humility before you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Chaplain: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in

life eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen.

Please sit



First Reading 1 vv 5-13
A Cadet in 2427 (Biggin Hill) Squadron, ATC

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did
not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God.

‘l vow to thee my country’
Sung by Mr Tom Claxton

Second Reading Ecclesiastes Ch3 vv 1-8 + 15
Councillor Sophie Dunbar

There is a time for everything,

and a season for every activity under the heavens:

a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,

a time to search and a time to give up,

a time to keep and a time to throw away,

a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
Whatever is, has already been, and what will be, has been before;

and God will call the past to account.



SERMON
Mr lan Gillies

Please stand ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
Mr Simon Stanford-Tuck

Let us remember before God and commend to His sure keeping those who
have given their lives for freedom and justice in two World Wars, in many
times of conflict through the years and in times still recent in locations
throughout the world, particularly those whom we have known and whose
memory we treasure.

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old;
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning;

we will remember them.

All: We will remember them.

LAST POST
Two Minute Silence

REVEILLE

Please sit

Eric Johnstone will play
William Walton’s Passacaglia ‘Death of Falstaff’ from Henry V Suite



REMEMBER by John Roy Walsh.
Margaret Wilmot

Remember us, we would ask you,
Through the dawn and break of day
And recall us with quiet prayers,

In a lofty sun’s first rays.

Know that we ensured your freedom,
But grieve not at the cost.

For better by far pay the final price,
Than suffer your future loss.

Then ever an airman’s honour
But never an airman’s shame,

For we gave all, for freedom’s call
And died in our country’s name.

Remember us, we would ask you,
Through sunset’s last red glow.

Then salute us all, through a bugle’s call
For the dawns we will never know.

ACT OF COMMITMENT

Chaplain: Let us commit ourselves anew to the service of God and our
neighbour; that we may help, encourage and comfort others and support
those working for the relief of the needy and for the peace and welfare of
nations.

All: Lord God our Father, we commit ourselves to work in penitence and
faith for reconciliation between nations, that all people may, together,
live in freedom, justice and peace. We pray for all who in bereavement,
disability and pain continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and
terror. We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives, in
world wars and conflicts, past and present, have been given and taken

away. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Barbara Hodges: Let us pray for all who suffer from conflict and war,
remembering especially Ukraine, Sudan and the fragile agreement in Gaza.

God we pray; that Governments and those who have power, seek an end to
fighting, seek justice and peace without more senseless killing. We pray
that those suffering, know your presence; those mourning, be comforted;
those frightened, find peace; and that you will be at the side of the dying.
May we, who watch at a distance, see with eyes of compassion, and pray
for peace. All: Lord hear our prayer.

We pray for all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, political,
military and religious; asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve, in the search
for reconciliation and peace. All: Lord hear our prayer.

For all members of our armed forces who are in danger this day,
remembering their family, friends and all who pray for their safe return.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

For civilian men, women and children whose lives are disfigured by war or
terror, calling to mind the anger and hatreds of humanity.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

For peacemakers and peacekeepers, who seek to keep this world secure
and free. All: Lord hear our prayer.

For all who have lost someone dear to them, in a time gone by or in recent
months. All: Lord hear our prayer.

All: We pray that we will be willing to help others, when called upon to
give our time, to serve our communities and those less fortunate than
ourselves. Amen

Chaplain: God of truth and justice, we hold before you those whose
memory we cherish, and those whose names we will never know.
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Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world; and grant
us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. As we honour the past,
may we put our faith in your future; for you are the source of life and hope,
now and forever.

Let us pray for God’s continued blessing upon this Chapel of St George.
Eternal God, we recall the devotion of those who, over the years, have
come from many lands to make a pilgrimage to this place. We rejoice that
this is a living Church and give thanks for all those who have served you
faithfully here.

We pray for your blessing to rest upon the people who continue to gather
here week by week in worship and Holy Sacrament. Peace be to this Church
and all who worship here. Peace be to those who come and go through its
doors. Peace be to those who love this place and the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord. May God give peace.

All: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done: On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses; As we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, The power and the glory. For ever and ever. Amen.

Please stand

The collection will be taken during the next hymn,
for the Royal British Legion and the Chapel.



Love Divine, all loves excelling,

joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,

pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,
pure and sinless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

The collection is presented to the Sanctuary.

Flag Bearers approach the altar.



NATIONAL ANTHEM AND ROYAL SALUTE

God save our gracious King!
Long live our noble King!
God save the King!

Send him victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On him be pleased to pour,
Long may he reign.

May he defend our laws,
And ever give us cause,

To sing with heart and voice,
God save the King

Chaplain:

God the Father has brought hope to a divided world in raising Christ from
the dead. Now may he strengthen you to walk in his ways and to witness to
the love that banishes all fear and overcomes all hostility. May you leave in
peace from here.

.I.

Please allow veterans and wreath layers to exit first,
then gather outside quickly, spreading out, so that all can
see the laying of wreaths near the Gate Guardians.




ST GEORGE'S ROYAL AIR FORCE CHAPEL OF REMEMBRANCE

The destruction of the 1,000th enemy aircraft by pilots flying from Royal Air
Force Biggin Hill was a moment of great prestige for the station during the war. The
milestone was reached in May 1942, when French pilot René Mouchotte and
Canadian pilot John ‘Jack’ Charles shared the victory that brought the sector’s total
to four figures. The achievement was marked with a celebratory dinner in London.

Although Biggin Hill already had a Chapel, it was decided that a dedicated Chapel
of Remembrance should be created, both to mark this achievement and to honour
the many airmen of the sector who had lost their lives. Three wooden huts were
adapted for this purpose, providing a place of worship, reflection, and rest. At the
back was a padre’s desk, easy chairs, books, games, and a gramophone donated by
Decca. Two wooden memorial boards, either side of the altar, listed those killed
between 1940 and 1943, but by 1945, the number had risen to six.

In 1946 a fire destroyed the chapel and its contents. Winston Churchill, a
frequent visitor to Biggin Hill, stressed the importance of rebuilding: "My personal
association with Biggin Hill, during the Battle of Britain lives in my mind. As a nation
we have short memories, and it is well that Memorials such as this should bring to
our remembrance the cost of our victory in the days when one of our fighter pilots
had to be worth ten. They died without seeing the reward of their efforts; we live
to hold their reward inviolate and unfading".

A public appeal was launched, and funds were raised for a permanent memorial.
This new Chapel was dedicated in September 1951. The Memorial is the reredos,
inscribed in gold, with the names of 453 aircrew who died flying from the Biggin Hill
Sector during the war. Remarkably, the Bible on the altar is the original one, from
the first Chapel, recovered years later from the rubble, virtually undamaged.

The stained-glass windows are rich in symbolism. The twelve show the spirit of a
young pilot embracing the badges of the 7 squadrons based at Biggin Hill, during
the Battle, together with the crest of Fighter Command, 11 Group, the Spitfire, the
Hurricane, and the station crest, with the motto ‘The Strongest Link.” Throughout
the war, Biggin Hill was a link in the chain of RAF stations defending London.
Despite the very heavy bombing, the station never ceased operations, and the link
was never broken.

In St George’s Room, the Battle of Britain Memorial Window shows a triumphant
St George, surrounded by the 7 squadron badges and an army badge. Other
windows commemorate ground control, aircraft servicing, parachute packing, and
rescue services. Ground control shows the 3 Military Medals awarded to members
of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force at Biggin Hill. Local roads bear their names.

Outside are two Gate Guardians, replicas of a Spitfire and a Hurricane flown from
the airfield during the Battle for Britain, by Pilot Officer Geoffrey Wellum and
Flight Lieutenant Peter Brothers who both survived the war.
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